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Our Mission
Continue to build Lofty as the community radio station of choice for the Adelaide Hills.

Our Vision
1. Build a sustainable, compliant and independent not for profit multi-channel media asset for

the Adelaide Hills community
2. Make use of technology to create a high quality, low operating cost community radio station
3. Foster direct community involvement in broadcasting

Our History
Lofty was founded in 2017 by a small but enthusiastic team of people with a vision to build a
valuable cultural and community asset for the Adelaide Hills.
After a lot of hard work and support from our local community we were granted a part time,
temporary broadcast licence in November 2018, broadcasting on 88.9fm on Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday.
In September 2020 Lofty won the sole long-term community fm broadcasting licence for the
Adelaide Hills,
Since that time we have continued to grow.  We acknowledge that there is a lot more growth to
come, both within Lofty, and in our local area.
Our name references the Mount Lofty Ranges which are our home.  Our broadcast zone
incorporates the central Adelaide Hills.
Our general geographic licence gives us a clear mandate to serve our local community, and to
encourage all members of our community to be involved.
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF LOFTY

ABOUT US

Lofty Community Media Inc. is a local radio station for the Adelaide Hills, operating on a general community
radio licence granted by the Australian Communications Media Authority.

As a 100% volunteer run organisation dedicated to serving our local community, we take it very seriously that
“Community” is literally our middle name. We are proud to be run by our community, for our community, and to
broadcast content about our community.

Lofty welcomes new members from across our broadcast area, and is dedicated to providing access and
inclusion for everyone in our community.

We abide by all of the laws and regulations that apply to a community radio station, and we use the
Community Radio Broadcasting Codes of Practice as our guide.

Our broadcast licence is a “General” one, and so we aim to provide programming which will meet the needs of
as many of our listeners as possible.  We aim to broadcast locally made content whenever we can,
supplementing with programs from the Community Radio Network to ensure the quality of our broadcast.

OUR PEOPLE

Board members

Name Position
Dates acted

Kimberley Franklin Chair Since October 2024

Simon Westwood Vice Chair Since October 2024

Andrew Challen Treasurer Since October 2024

Amber Cauchi Secretary Since October 2024

Stephen Davey Board Member Since October 2024

Harry Theodoros Board Member Since October 2024

Alex Theodoros Board Member Since April 2025

Maggie Morris Board Member Oct 2024 to July 2025

We currently have about 50 members, about half of whom are presenters.  Others are new members in
training to become presenters, or help out behind the scenes.
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OUR SPONSORS

We are very appreciative of our sponsors, who provide the financial support which keeps us going.

Spots & Space (agency)
GreenHouse Media (agency)
Pink Loans - ongoing
Adelaide Hills Toyota - ongoing
Autism Outreach Services - ongoing
Adelaide Hills Farmers Market - ongoing
Stirling Players - ongoing
Cornerstone Conveyancing - short campaign
Joint Replacement Clinic - short campaign
Beaumont Safety Solutions - short campaign
The Farm for Wellbeing - short campaign
Matthews Lawyers - short campaign
University of South Australia - short campaign
Tin Shed Distillery - short campaign
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE

STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT

Lofty is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).

Lofty is a 100% volunteer run not-for-profit community group.  Our members carry out all of the tasks
and roles that keep the organisation running.

Our Board consists of a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and four Ordinary Board Members.

We have a range of committees including Programming, Social Media, Technology, Sponsorship and
Training.  We also form working groups as required by current activities.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Please see the separate report included in the 2025 AGM package.

OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Our major objective over the past year was to have our broadcast licence renewed for our second five
years.  Many hours and weeks of work went into our application, which was submitted just before the
deadline.  This may sound like a “just in time” plan, but it was at the end of a 12 month window during
which our application should have been submitted for assessment by ACMA.  Lofty’s previous
management had not begun the process before the 2024 AGM, and so we began with only a few months to
get the work done.
ACMA did approve our licence, and so we celebrated, with a fifth birthday party and ten days of live
broadcasts in the community.

Our other main objectives revolved around recovering from an unsettled 2024 and building resilience into
every single one of Lofty’s systems.  This is an ongoing process, as we sort out files, replace outdated
computers, repair software, and rebuild financial records. We hope to report by the 2026 AGM that we are
in a much better position, after another year of work.

In the year ahead we aim to continue building Lofty’s resilience.  We are applying for grants to support
projects and to purchase new computers.  We are investing in training a team of people who can share
tasks, and make it possible for members to leave without leaving the organisation in disarray.  We are also
building relationships with other community radio stations across Australia, and with community groups
within our local area. We are also planning projects which will raise our profile in the community and help
us to recruit new members.

We look forward to a very busy and productive year, filled with growth and renewal.
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES

TREASURER’S REPORT

Please see the separate report included in the 2025 AGM package.

AUDITOR’S REPORT

Please see the separate report included in the 2025 AGM package.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Please see the separate report included in the 2025 AGM package.
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Section 4 Other Important Information

SECTION 4 OUR OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

GRANTS AND FUNDING

Rotary Club of Mount Barker: $769 for Zoom PodTrak P8 Recording Interface
Mount Barker District Council: $750 for Birthday Event
Mount Barker District Council: $1166.50 Ward Donations
Mount Barker District Council: $2207 for remote recording equipment (AirTime Project)

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Become a member
Lofty welcomes new members from every part of our local community.  Whether your goal is to be a
radio presenter, share your technical skills, design our next merchandise offering, or help behind the
scenes, there is a place for everyone.

Become sponsor
Lofty relies on the support of sponsors to help us pay the bills.  As a community radio station we are
legally barred from selling advertising time, but we can thank our sponsors by playing a message for
them to acknowledge their contribution.

Become a subscriber
During 2026 we plan to introduce listener subscriptions - another popular income stream for community
radio stations, which Lofty has not previously taken advantage of. We hope that this will not only
provide a financial benefit, but also help to raise our profile in the community.

Become a donor
Lofty is registered as a charity, and gratefully accepts donations of all sizes.  To discuss your donation,
please get in touch with us.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

At the beginning of our second five years of full time broadcasting we are very much looking toward the
future and imagining what we can become.  We aim to build a resilient organisation with strong
governance, finances and management.  We also aim to build a community radio station which has a
positive presence in our local community and within Australia’s community radio scene.  And of course we
aim to use up to date equipment to broadcast content produced in our local area.  With changing
technology and new media options we are moving into podcasting, and we are open to new ways of
connecting with our community into the future.
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